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Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) has tied 
for the title of the world’s top international 
university in the U-Multirank 2015 Institutional 

Ranking. AIT claimed joint top rank in the ‘international 
orientation’ dimension of the newest global university 
ranking among 1,200 universities from 83 countries.

In the second edition of the annual ranking announced 
on 30 March 2015,  AIT stood out as the only university 
in Asia among the top 41 universities in the world to 
receive full scores under ‘international orientation’. 
AIT earned straight “A” grades for its student mobility, 
international academic staff, international joint 
publications and international doctorate degrees. 

INSIDE ISSUE.. .
Recent News / Happenings at AIT..................................................2, 4
Library / Fundraising.......................................................................3
Photo Gallery..................................................................................5
Backpage........................................................................................6

Though AIT President Prof. Worsak Kanok-Nukulchai 
deemed AIT’s global number one ranking as 
“remarkable”, he hastened to add that the result was 
not entirely unexpected. “AIT will continue to enhance 
its core strengths, such as our research focus and 
international orientation, to which no other universities 
in Asia come close,” President Worsak said.

Overall, AIT received a total of eleven “A” scores out 
of the 31 criteria, “placing it among the top 12% of 
the institutions that show a broad range of very good 
performance,” U-Multirank said. AIT topped the table 
of five participating universities in Thailand, and was 
ranked 15th out of 202 selected universities in Asia. 

Institution Student 
mobility

International 
academic 
staff

International 
joint 
publications

International 
doctorate 
degrees

1 Asian Inst. Tech TH A A A A

2 U Bergen NO A A A A

3 Bocconi University IT A A A A

4 U libre de Bruxelles BE A A A A

5 Central European U 
Budapest

HU A A A A

6 ESSEC Business 
School Cergy

FR A A A A

7 Chalmers U Tech SE A A A A

8 U College Cork IE A A A A

9 Delft U Tech NL A A A A

10 Tech U Denmark DK A A A A

International Orientation Rankings: Institutional

AIT RANKED 
‘TOP INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY’ IN THE WORLD IN 2015 

http://www.u-multirank.eu/#!/readymade?trackType=illustrative&sightMode=undefined&ranking=9&sortCol=overallPerformance&sortOrder=desc&section=illustrativeRanking&valueLetterMode=showLetters
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RECENT NEWS / HAPPENINGS AT AIT

AIT-OHEC deal will extend internet 
access to thousands of Thai schools

AIT and the Office of High-
er Education Commission 
(OHEC) have joined forces to 
enable thousands of schools 
across Thailand to be con-
nected to the internet for the 
first time. AIT will provide 
32,768 IPv4 addresses to be 
used by OHEC’s subsidiary 
Office of Information Tech-

H.E. U Win Maun (left) and Mr. Kyaw 
Linn.

Myanmar 
Ambassador 
witnesses AIT-
Myanmar Ministry of 
Construction MOA 
signing

H.E. U Win Maun, Ambassador 
of Myanmar to Thailand, and Ms. 
Aye Aye Aung, First Secretary 
Education, visited AIT on 6 
April 2015 to witness the signing 
ceremony of a Memorandum 
of Agreement (MoA) between 
AIT and Myanmar’s Ministry of 
Construction.

Director-General Mr. Kyaw 
Linn signed the MoA on behalf 
of Myanmar’s Ministry of 
Construction. In the agreement, 
AIT will support Myanmar by 
launching a 1-year Professional 
Master’s Degree Program 
on Project Management in 
Construction in Myanmar. H.E. 
Ambassador U Win Maung 
stated that AIT is one of the 
leading Institutions in Thailand 
and Asia-Pacific region that 
has contributed to national 
and regional development 
through technology transfer and 
sustainable development.

Dr. Kamjorn Tatiyakavee (left) and Prof. 
Worsak Kanok-Nukulchai.

nology Administration for Educational Development (UniNet).

The MoU was signed by OHEC Secretary-General Dr. Kamjorn 
Tatiyakavee and AIT President Worsak Kanok-Nukulchai. Dr. Kamjorn 
said the deal will boost the Ministry of Education’s efforts to promote 
IT-based learning and research via the internet. As the world is now in 
short supply of IPv4 addresses, AIT’s goodwill gesture to Thailand will 
enable many thousands of students to learn and research online from 
high-end digital resources. 

AIT alumnus Mr. Pit Teong Lee, 
who graduated in 1974 with a 
Master of Science degree in  Wa-
ter Resources Engineering told AIT 
officials that the Institute’s flood-
damaged facility can  once again 
become a great learning facility for 
the institute, and he stands ready to 
help in every way possible. Mr. Pit Teong Lee

AIT alum Pit Teong Lee commits to help 
transform AIT Library into a modernized, 
e-learning wonder

Invited by AIT President Worsak Kanok-Nukulchai as an honorary advisor 
to the project, Mr. Lee  assured that he can personally “do a lot resources-wise 
and content-wise” to help the flood-damaged facility become a digital-age 
learning wonder. His company possesses the very latest e-books, e-journals, 
and databases for universities, he said, and he was willing to purchase these 
resources and then personally donate large  collections to the AIT library, he 
informed President Worsak on 21 April 2015.
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LIBRARY / FUNDRAISING 

April 2015 saw major donations for 
the AIT Library Modernization Campaign and scholarships

Telecom major Advanced Info Service Plc (AIS) do-
nated two million Baht towards AIT’s Library Mod-
ernization Campaign. AIS Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. Somchai Lertsutiwong handed over the cheque 
to AIT President Prof. Worsak Kanok-Nukulchai on 
9 April 2015. 

Mr. Tan Chin Nyan, an AIT alumnus from Malaysia 
donated one million Baht. A student of, Prof. Worsak, 
Mr. Tan Chin Nyan completed his Master’s degree 
in Structural Engineering and Construction (SERC) 
from AIT in 1986. 

Eighty alumni of transportation engineering joined 
hands to donate 1 Million Baht in memory of their 
teacher, the late Prof. Yordphol Thanaboriboon. Prof. 
Yordphol passed away in June 2006  in his sleep while 
leading a group of 15 students and research staff to 
the Volvo Car Research Center in Gothenburg, Swe-
den. Also donating that day (2 April 2015) was the AIT 
Alumni Association (Thailand) with a pledge of 1 Mil-

lion Baht, and Panya Consultants who gave 500,000 
Baht. Mr. Supachai Rakpanitmanee, Vice President 
of AITAA (Thailand) and Managing Director, Panya 
Consultants Ltd, handed over the donation on behalf 
of Mr. Chusak Gaywee, AITAA (Thailand) President.

Dr. Verapong Chaiperm (D.Eng ‘91), Governor of In-
dustrial Estate Authority of Thailand (IEAT), along 
with Deputy Governor Ms. Srivanik Hasdin made two 
donations of 500,000 each (one from IEAT and an-
other from friends of Dr. Verapong) on 23 April 2015.

Ambassador of Bangladesh to Thailand H.E. Ms. 
Saida Muna Tasneem brought a donation from the 
personal contributions of the Embassy of Bangladesh 
to AIT. 

Mr. Chaiwat Kovavisarach, President,  Bangchak Pe-
troleum Public Company (BCP) handed over 5 million 
Baht on behalf of BCP for the AIT Library Moderniza-
tion and 3 Million Baht for 3 scholarships at AIT.

1. Prof. Worsak Kanok-Nukulchai (left) with  Mr. Chaiwat Kovavisarach 2. Mr. Somchai Lertsutiwong (left) with Prof. Worsak 
Kanok-Nukulchai  3. H.E. Ms. Saida Muna Tasneem 4. From Left: Prof. Worsak Kanok-Nukulchai, Dr. Verapong Chaiperm and 
Ms. Srivanik Hasdin 5. AIT Alumni (Thailand) and Panya Consultants 6. Mr. Tan Chin Nyan
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RECENT NEWS / HAPPENINGS AT AIT / PEOPLE

AIT Career Fair attracts 
35 companies

CTCN describes AIT as a 
“key consortium partner”
Climate Technology 
Centre and Network 
(CTCN) has described 
AIT as a “key con-
sortium partner.” In a 
meeting at AIT on 28 
April 2015, Dr. Mat-
thew Kennedy, Chair, 
Advisory Board, 
CTCN stated that 
“CTCN is a link be-
tween technology, fi-

From left: Mr. Jukka Uosukainen, Dr. 
Matthew Kennedy, and Mr. Rajiv Garg.

The January Semester edition of the 
bi-annual event organized by the AIT 
Career Center attracted 35 compa-
nies looking to hire new staff and fill 
openings for internships.

It also provided the backdrop for a 
public exhibition of current students’ 
research organized by the AIT Student 
Union’s Academic Affairs unit. Led 
by Adeel Tariq, Chairperson, AIT-SU 
Academic Affairs, the SU Research 
Exhibition 2015 held on April 1 show-
cased 15 participating students’ origi-
nal research or project in the form of a 
prototype, exhibit or poster.

Salman Ahmad Khan, Varinaporn, 
and Bilal Jadoon won in the Doctoral 
students’ category from their 
respective schools, namely School of 
Engineering and Technology (SET), 
School of Environment, Resources 
and Development (SERD), and 
School of Management (SOM). 
Pramod Munasinghe, Damodar 
Dhakal and Ye Wana Hliang were 
the winners in the Master’s students 
category from SET, SERD and SOM 
respectively. Mirantha Jayathilaka 
was the winner in the undergraduate 
students category.

Vice President Prof. Sivanappan Kumar, 
at the Research Exhibition.

nance and capacity building, and technology is a key pillar.” Mr. 
Jukka Uosukainen,  Director,  CTCN, added that AIT is touching 
many aspects of science, technology and environment, and this 
is critical for CTCN consortium partners. Rajiv Garg from UNEP 
also joined the deliberations. 

“There could not have been a better 
launching pad”

Mr. Kamal Kishore, an AIT alumnus, 
who has been appointed to the National 
Disaster Management Agency (NDMA), 
India’s top disaster body, has described 
the Institute as a great launching pad. 
Appointed to NDMA earlier this year, 
Mr. Kamal Kishore has served as a 
Policy Adviser in Climate Change and 
Disaster Resilience at the Bureau for 

Mr. Kamal Kishore

Policy and Programme Support in the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), “AIT provided me unique opportunities to 
build my expertise in the area of Disaster Risk Reduction,” Mr. 
Kamal Kishore remarked. 

“While the academic programme (MSc in Urban Development, 
1996) allowed me flexibility to focus my research work on disaster 
issues, my peer group which constituted early to mid-career 
professionals from over 12 Asian countries provided me valuable 
insights on the ground realities in the region,” he said. “The 
presence of outreach centers enabled me to build connections with 
practitioners. There couldn’t have been a better launching pad,” Mr. 
Kamal Kishore added.
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PHOTO GALLERY

AIT Photo Competition 2015 (#AITStudentLife)

AIT Selfie Competition 2015 (#AITSelfie)
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Caption: Name of student (Photo caption) 1. Indrajeet Datta (Hide And Seek) 2. Fawad Ahmed Najam (An AIT Sports Evening)  3. Adeel Tariq 
(Gangs of AIT)  4. Fawad Ahmed Najam (The Joy of Win) 5. Eranga Perera (Second Home - AIT)  6. Irfan Ahmad Rana (The Futsal Army) 7. 
Indrajeet Datta (Bounce) 8. Sachintha Wijetunge (RideSingRead)  9. Babrak Ali Panezai (Hang in there) 10. Nuwan (Zero gravity) 

Caption: Name of student (Photo caption) 1. Shweta (AIT tying us to our root) 2. Gayan (Happy Volunteer)  3. Pooja Sitaula (Its not a selfie 
its a self expression- WE LOVE AIT)  4. Shashank Bhattarai (TogetharWeAreAIT) 5. Aditi Madan (Holi Selfie)  6. Surige (AIT Selfie) 7. 
Faisal (Living in Peace Together) 8. Bilal Afsar (AIT in our Selfie)  9. Ali (Once Upon a time, Life at AIT) 10. Sharif Shabbir (AIT Life With 
Multicultural Friends) 
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AIT reaches out to Nepal

Follow AIT at

•	 Facebook	 www.facebook.com/aitasia
• 	YouTube	 www.youtube.com/aitasia	
•  Twitter	 www.twitter.com/aitasia
•  Google+	 https://plus.google.com/113705895909660110340/posts
•  LinkedIn	 http://www.linkedin.com/edu/school?id=17195
• Pinterest	 http://www.pinterest.com/aitasia​

AIT’s first female faculty member gets a room in her name
For 13 long years, she was the only female faculty member at AIT. 
Introducing her was her former student Dr. Thammarat Koottatep, 
who is now an Associate Professor at EEM: “Prof. Samorn 
Muttamara joined AIT in 1968, and she was teaching when AIT had 
still not moved to its campus in Pathumthani.”

“We are here to honor Prof. Samorn’s contribution,” AIT President 
Prof. Worsak Kanok-Nukulchai said as he invited her to inaugurate 
a room which was earlier called ‘W-128,’ but is now rechristened 
as the “Samorn Muttamara Meeting Room.” Amidst the presence 
of senior AIT functionaries, Prof. Samorn thanked everyone at AIT 
saying: “This gesture means a lot for me.”

AIT is reaching out to Nepal by organizing 
the following activities: 

•	 AIT Fund Raising Campaign
•	 3 people are already in Nepal for provid-

ing emergency communication
•	 Disaster map making by AIT’s GIS team
•	 intERLab to deploy mobile wireless 

network
•	 3-member team to visit Nepal 
•	 Student Union candle light vigil
•	 AIT4Nepal charity football match

Prof. Samorn Muttamara (center) inaugurating 
the Samorn Muttamara Meeting Room.

Financial donations: 
AIT Fund Raising 
Campaign for Nepal 
Disaster

Account Number:  
178-2-54143-7

Bank Address:	
KASIKORNBANK
Klong Luang Branch
58/1 Moo 9, Paholyothin 
Road, Klong Nueng, 
Klong Luang		
Pathumthani 12120
Thailand

SWIFT:	
KASITHBK

www.facebook.com/aitasia
www.youtube.com/aitasia
www.twitter.com/aitasia
http://www.linkedin.com/edu/school?id=17195
http://www.pinterest.com/aitasia

