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Acknowledgement of Country and Reflection



Today we stand in footsteps millennia old.
May we acknowledge the traditional owners
whose cultures and customs have nurtured,
and continue to nurture, this land,
since men and women
awoke from the great dream.
We honour the presence of these ancestors
who reside in the imagination of this land
and whose irrepressible spirituality
flows through all creation.

Acknowledgement of Country 



Loving God, 
You call us to fullness of life. 
Thank you for the gift of quality education that is provided 
here. 
We pray that you help us to make the most of the 
opportunities that are offered to us to share our gifts and so 
experience life in all its fullness. 
May the years we spend here be not only enjoyable but help us 
to grow as individuals made in your image. 
Bless the students, staff and families - past, present and future 
- as they are the heart and soul of this College. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Reflection



Welcome



SIP Priority 1: Strengthen Learning

2022 Annual Action Plan (AAP) Intended Outcome:
• 1.3 – Progressing a common understanding of what high 

quality teaching and learning looks like at MCC
• 1.3.3 – Review Curriculum Offerings and Structure @Year 9

School Improvement Plan (SIP) 2022-2025



• Staff team formed to review current Year 9 program and 
make recommendations:
– Inquiry question
– Implementation Action Plan 
– Survey Staff , Students, Parents/Carers
– Literature Review
– School Models including visit to Assumption College
– Success Criteria developed to inform program redesign
– Recommendations made and accepted

Review Process



Knowledge, skills and values for navigating future lives and world: 
• Personalised learning experiences 
• Exercise agency in their own education and throughout life 
• Solid foundation of literacy and numeracy skills
• Broad and specialised knowledge across learning domains
• Ability to apply procedural knowledge for practical problem-solving purposes
• Choice over what they learn, how they learn and how they demonstrate their learning 
• Be change agents to have a positive impact on themselves and others
• Ability to respect and appreciate the ideas, perspectives and values of others
• “Co-agency” - Interactive and supportive relationships among teachers and learners 
• Encourage curiosity, imagination, resilience, and self-regulation

Benchmark - Educating For Now & For the Future 



Overview of Year 9 in 2023



MYP (Middle Years Program) at Mater Christi
MCC's Curriculum framework for Years 7-10

IB mission statement
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring 

young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world
through intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international 
organizations to develop challenging programs of international education and rigorous 

assessment.

These programs encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate 
and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also 

be right.



Moving beyond the MYP basics of Years 7 & 8
and starting to apply the principles of MYP to own learning.

• A deeper, more personal understanding of Approaches to Learning 
(ATLs). For example: take effective notes in class, listen actively to other 
perspectives and ideas, recognise unstated assumptions and bias, practise focus 
and concentration

• Develop an international-mindedness – an awareness of and 
connection to what is happening beyond our immediate home

• To use the Learner Profiles to become a more self-reflective learner 
– am I knowledgeable, an inquirer, a thinker, a communicator, open-minded, 
principled, caring, balanced, reflective, a risk-taker?

MYP in Year 9



The Structure of Year 9 Studies

Year 9, 2023 Student Name:

Sem 1

RE 
(Core)

English
(Core)

Maths 
(Core)

Health & 
Physical 

Education 
(Core)

LOTE 
(Core 

Choice)
Science 
(Core)

Humanities
(Choice) Free Choice Free Choice

Interdisciplinary 
Unit 

(Choice) Free Choice Free ChoiceSem 2



• MYP Years 9 and 10 work towards achieving the same set of learning objectives in 
each discipline area.

• This enables MCC to provide joint Year 9/10 electives.
• Curriculum is designed to support students to progress along this continuum of 

learning toward achieving these objectives.

Electives and MYP Year 5

Victorian Year Level MYP Year By the end of 
Year

Assessment requirements

Year 6 Not at MCC 1 1 All 4 strands of all 4 criteria

Year 7 2
Year 8 3 3 All 4 strands of all 4 criteria

Year 9 4 5 All 4 strands of all 4 criteria

Year 10 5



Core Studies



In Year 9 all students study core units from:
• English (all year, 5ppc)
• Mathematics (all year, 6ppc)
• Languages (all year, 4ppc, continue with Year 8 

choice)
• Health & Physical Education (all year, 4ppc)
• Science (all year, 4ppc)
• Religious Education (all year, 4ppc)

Core Compulsory Studies



Core Choice Electives



• Students must choose one unit from a range of 
electives in each of the following domains:
– Interdisciplinary Learning (several to choose from, 

4ppc)
–Humanities (several to choose from, 4ppc)

Core Choice Studies



Students need to choose at least one of the 
following Humanities subjects over their Year 9 

Program

Core Choice Studies - Humanities

Issues and Insights 

Dollars and Sense 

Conflict, Culture and Change 



In Years 9 & 10, the MYP IDUs will operate differently to the 
way you have experienced them in Years 7 & 8.

• Students choose one IDU per year
• Each is a one semester unit which includes at least two different 

subjects e.g. English/Media, Psychology/Health, History/Arts, 
Humanities/RE, STEM, Humanities/Visual Communication

• 4 periods per cycle
• Combined Year 9 & 10 classes
• Project- and inquiry-based learning
• Develop a deeper understanding of MYP

Core Choice Studies - Interdisciplinary Units (IDUs)



Students need to choose at least one Interdisciplinary Learning unit over 
their Year 9 Program

Core Choice Studies - Interdisciplinary Units 
- IDUs

Indigenous Perspectives

Mind Matters: Psychology & Adolescent Mental Health 

No Place Like Home 

Shaping the World: Arts & History 

Straight to the Poolroom: Classic Aussie Films 

STEM Mad: Making a Difference 



Free Choice Electives



Free Choice Electives

• Students must choose an additional four elective units in 
addition to their Core / Core Choice studies

• The subject offerings / units are:
o Can be from any Domain, including IDU
o Semester based (study three per semester, 4ppc each)
o Elective choices in Humanities & IDU are also offered as 

additional options to exceed minimum curriculum 
requirements

Please note:
All subjects highlighted in green will also be available to study in Year 10 
when you will get an additional number of free choices. Blue highlighted 

subjects are only available in Year 9.



Free Choice Electives - Arts

Dynamic Dance 

Make a Musical 

Turn it Up 

Photography 

Students can choose from the following Arts 
subjects in their Year 9 program

Creative Arts

Visual Communication Design



Free Choice Electives - Health & Physical Education

Explore the Outdoors 

Ninja Warrior 

Total Health & Wellbeing 

Students can choose from the following Health & 
PE subjects in their Year 9 program



Students can choose from the following Science subjects in their Year 9 
program 

Free Choice Electives - Science

Science Investigators 

Forensic Science 

Living Cleanly 

Third Rock from the Sun 



Free Choice Electives - Technology

High Tea

Hello World: An Introduction to Computing & Programming 

To Dye For 

Bon Appetit 

Students can choose from the following 
Technology subjects in their Year 9 program



Enrichment Weeks



• All Year 9 students are involved in one intensive week of 
Enrichment per term

• No other Year 9 classes will run during this week
• Focus for each intensive week/cycle is as follows:
– Term 1 – ADVENTURE Week
– Term 2 – WORLD of WORK Week 
– Term 4 - STEM in ACTION Week 
– Term 3 – SERVICE and ACTION Week

Enrichment Weeks



Adventure Week – Term 1

Learning focus:
• Self-awareness
• Sense of fulfilment & achievement
• Work collaboratively in a team
• Understanding of natural 

environment

3 Day Camp – choice of environment:
• Coastal – surf, hike, indigenous 

immersion experience
• River – kayak, hike, indigenous 

immersion experience
• Mountain – abseil, hike, indigenous 

immersion experience



Learning focus:
• Knowledge of personal attributes & how 

these contribute to educational & 
professional goals

• Develop a Career Action Plan
• Obtain relevant vocational qualifications for    

the future
• Have knowledge of the job market
• How to search and apply for a job
• Develop an effective Resume
• How to interview effectively 
• Conduct themselves in a professional 

environment
• Virtual and practical work experience 

opportunity

World of Work Week – Term 2



Learning Focus:
• Engage in STEM based activities 

integrating knowledge and 
understanding from Science, 
Technology (Digital, Food & Textiles) 
and Mathematics Domains

• Apply design thinking principles to 
develop a solution for a problem

• Work collaboratively in a team to 
problem solve and project manage

• Develop communication skills by 
presenting product at STEM Expo 
celebration of learning

STEM Week – Term 3 



Learning Focus:
• Apply the ‘see, judge, act’ 

methodology to engage with a 
range of social justice issues in the 
community

• Guided and authentic ”hands-on” 
experiences in Melbourne’s CBD 

• Learn how they can be agents for 
change

• Respect and appreciate diversity 
within the community and the ideas, 
perspectives and values of others 

Service and Action Week – Term 4



Subject Selection Process



Year 9 Subject Selection Resources

Year 9 2023 Curriculum Guide

https://pronto-core-cdn.prontomarketing.com/2/wp-content/uploads/sites/1783/2022/08/Year-9-Curriculum-Guide-2023-Export-17_8_22.pdf


Year 9 Program Planning Form

Course Planning Form

https://pronto-core-cdn.prontomarketing.com/2/wp-content/uploads/sites/1783/2022/08/Year-9-Course-Planning-Form.pdf


Must be submitted no later than 4pm Monday 29 August 2022 

Submitting Subject Preferences Online



Direct link – no login required



Entering Subject Preferences



Curriculum Requirements



Selecting Preferences



Term 1 Adventure Camp Preference



Parent / Carer Approval



Confirmation Preferences Submitted



Submitting Parent / Carer Signature 



• Julie Stewart -
Deputy Principal, 
Learning

• Lisa McLean - MYP 
Learning Leader

Time for Q&A


