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Welcome
Maria Haggett



Reflection and Acknowledgement of Country



Loving God, 
You call us to fullness of life. 
Thank you for the gift of quality education that is provided 
here. 
We pray that you help us to make the most of the 
opportunities that are offered to us to share our gifts and so 
experience life in all its fullness. 
May the years we spend here be not only enjoyable but help us 
to grow as individuals made in your image. 
Bless the students, staff and families - past, present and future 
- as they are the heart and soul of this College. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Reflection



Today we stand in footsteps millennia old.
May we acknowledge the traditional owners
whose cultures and customs have nurtured,
and continue to nurture, this land,
since men and women
awoke from the great dream.
We honour the presence of these ancestors
who reside in the imagination of this land
and whose irrepressible spirituality
flows through all creation.

Acknowledgement of Country 



Overview of the Evening  
Welcome – Maria Haggett
Overview of the Evening – Julie Stewart

Year 10 2023 Program

This presentation will include:

a. Explanation of curriculum structure and requirements – Julie Stewart
b. Introduction to Personal Project – Julie Stewart
c. Changes to VCE in 2023 – Julie Stewart
d. Accelerating into VCE Studies – Tara Baker
e. VET – Andy Donnelly
f. Subject selection process and timeline – Julie Stewart

Meet the Panellists:

Maria Haggett – Principal
Julie Stewart – Deputy Principal - Learning
Shae Mayes – Deputy Principal – Staff & Student
Tara Baker – VCE Learning Leader

Lisa Costello – Year 10 Learning Leader
Andy Donnelly – Careers Counsellor
Grace Tobin – Applied Learning Leader



Curriculum Structure Year 10 2023



In Year 10 all students study core units from:
• English (all year)
• Mathematics (all year)
• Religious Education (all year)
• Health & Physical Education (one semester)

They also complete a Personal Project as part of MYP 
Requirements for final year (Year 5) of IB/MYP

Compulsory Units of Study



IN ADDITION, STUDENTS MUST SELECT 9 ELECTIVE UNITS FROM A RANGE OF 
CHOICES FROM GROUP A & GROUP B SUBJECTS

This selection must include at least one unit from each of the following domains:
• Humanities 
• Interdisciplinary Unit (IDU) 
• Languages Other Than English (LOTE) - Chinese or French
• Science

• Any remaining choices can be selected from any Domain area. 
• If an accelerated VCE and/or a VCE LOTE pathway is chosen, then this counts as 

two Year 10 elective options in the Group A subject elective group. 
• Students may choose other elective subjects of their choice from the Group B 

subject elective options.

Elective Units of Study



The Structure of Year 10 Studies

Year 10, 2023 Student Name: Staff Code:

Sem 1 RE 
(Core) 

Or 
RE Youth 
Ministry

English
(Core)

Mainstream
Or 

Foundation 
English Units 

1 & 2

Maths 
(Core)

General
Or

Enhanced
Or 

Essential

Health & 
Physical 

Education (Core)

Semester 1 or 
Semester 2

LOTE 
(elective) Science 

(Choice)
Humanities

(Choice) Free Choice

Interdisciplinar
y Unit 

(Choice) Free Choice Free Choice Free ChoiceSem 2



Compulsory English is completed for the 
whole year. 

Students choose from:  
§ Mainstream English 

or
§ Foundation English for focus on 

foundation English skills to enhance 
communication

See p. 8-9 of the Curriculum Guide for 
detailed advice about English subject 
selection in Year 10 and VCE

English



Compulsory Mathematics is completed for the 

whole year.

Students choose from:
§ Essential Mathematics for those who find 

Mathematics challenging
§ General Mathematics 
§ Enhancement Mathematics for the very able 

mathematics student

Students should discuss which Mathematics option 
best suits their learning needs  with their current 
Mathematics teacher.

See p. 11 of the Curriculum Guide for detailed advice about 
Mathematics subject selection in Year 10 and VCE

Mathematics



Compulsory Religious Education is completed for the whole year.

Students choose from:

§ Core Religious Education 

or

§ Youth Ministry – A program designed to provide students with an introduction to 
Youth Ministry and Leadership. There is an application form that needs to be 
completed for this subject

Please refer to p. of the Curriculum Guide for more information. 

Religious Education



• Compulsory Core Health and Physical Education is completed for one semester

• Students can choose additional Health and Physical Education units of their 
choice as electives:

Health & Physical Education

Exploring Personal Health

Sports Science

Explore the Outdoors

Ninja Warriors

Total Health & Wellbeing



The Structure of Year 10 Studies

Year 10, 2023 Student Name: Staff Code:

Sem 1 RE 
(Core) 

Or 
RE Youth 
Ministry

English
(Core)

Mainstream
Or 

Foundation 
English 

Units 1 & 2

Maths 
(Core)

General
Or

Enhanced
Or 

Essential

Health & 
Physical 

Education 
(Core)

Semester 1 or 
Semester 2

LOTE 
(elective) Science 

(Choice)
Humanities

(Choice) Free Choice

Interdisciplinary 
Unit 

(Choice) Free Choice Free Choice Free ChoiceSem 
2



Students continue with the LOTE studied in Year 9.

French:

§ All students will continue French for 1 semester
§ A student considering the possibility of VCE French is strongly encouraged to 

select the French VCE Pathway - 2 semesters

Chinese-Mandarin:

§ All students will  select VET Certificate II (Mandarin) 1 Semester
§ Students can elect to start Certificate III in Semester 2 and complete the 

Certificate when in Year 11. 

This will count as completion of VCE Units 3&4 and contributes towards their ATAR.

LOTE (French or Chinese) 



Students need to choose at least one Science 
unit over their Year 10 Program

Science

Life Science

Physical Science

Science Investigators

It is highly recommended that students wishing to undertake a science subject at VCE undertake the relevant elective

Forensic Science

Living Cleanly

Third Rock from the Sun



Students need to choose at least one 
Humanities subject over their Year 10 Program

Humanities

Teenagers & the Law

Dollars and Sense

Conflict, Culture and Change

Checks & Balances

Issues and Insights



Students need to choose at least one Interdisciplinary Learning unit over 
their Year 10 Program

Interdisciplinary Learning

Indigenous Perspectives

Mind Matters: Psychology & Adolescent Mental Health

No Place Like Home

Shaping the World: Arts & History

Straight to the Poolroom: Classic Aussie Films

STEM Mad: Making a Difference



The Structure of Year 10 Studies

Year 10, 2023 Student Name: Staff Code:

Sem 1 RE 
(Core) 

Or 
RE Youth 
Ministry

English
(Core)

Mainstream
Or 

Foundation 
English 

Units 1 & 2

Maths 
(Core)

General
Or

Enhanced
Or 

Essential

Health & 
Physical 

Education 
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Semester 1 or 
Semester 2

LOTE 
(elective) Science 
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Humanities

(Choice) Free Choice

Interdisciplinary 
Unit 

(Choice) Free Choice Free Choice Free ChoiceSem 
2



Students can choose from the following 
Technology subjects

Free Choice Electives - Technology

High Tea

Mater Chef

On the Runway

Hello World: An Introduction to Computing & Programming

To Dye For

Bon Appetit



Electives - Arts
Students can choose from the following Arts subjects

Art of Improvisation

Drama Studies

Creative Arts

Music on My Mind

Visual Art and Design Communication

Photography

Turn it Up

Make a Musical



Students can choose an additional English study 
from the following

Free Choice Electives - English

Relationships and Romance 
(Literature)



2023













Changes to VCE commencing in 2023



• https://vimeo.com/724325767/d4d7d1c943

Changes to VCE from 2023

https://vimeo.com/724325767/d4d7d1c943


PATHWAYS PLANNING



materchristi.edu.au

Choosing the right pathway



How to choose

The ideal combination is made up of studies that: 
§ You enjoy
§ You are good at
§ Reflect your study interests
§ Help you meet your goals
§ Meet any prerequisites
§ Provide you with options

What if I just don’t know?
If you have no idea which studies you want to take up after school, don’t panic! 
Keep your Year 10 study program broad across different studies and go back to basics: 
What you love doing, what you are interested in.
§ It’s not the only chance you’ll have
§ You can change your mind
§ Many pathways to tertiary study and the career you want

Andy Donnelly – Careers Coordinator



Morrisby Profile



Vocational Education and Training (VET)



How do you like to learn?

• Study a subject you enjoy
• Add to your ATAR or VCE qualification 

(most VET courses carry full VCE unit 
status)

• Lead to an additional qualification at 
the end of your VCE/VCE-VM journey 

• Provide a direct pathway to a TAFE 
course

• Provide credits towards TAFE and 
University courses

• Develop industry specific skills

Why choose a VET subject?

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/getvet/Pages/Index.aspx


§ Hospitality - offered at Mater Christi College
§ Early Childhood
§ Acting
§ Equine (Horse Studies) - scored
§ Community Services
§ Engineering - scored
§ Sport and Recreation - scored
§ Hairdressing
§ Beauty
§ Tourism / Events Management
§ Allied Health - scored

Mullum Cluster Handbook

Some examples of VET Studies

http://www.mullumvetcluster.com.au/MVC-2017-handbook


VCE VET Programs

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/Index.aspx


How VET is Structured

§ Usual entry is at Year 11

§ Some students commence their VET program in Year 10 as an 
Accelerated VCE Study and this subject counts for 2 Group A elective 
units

§ Students work through modules with outcomes being assessed for 
competency

§ Assessment is based on students being able to perform tasks and 
demonstrate skills linked to a specific industry



• Additional costs are incurred with VET subjects

• External VET courses will require students to travel to a different venue to 
complete the course

• Many courses have extended hours 

• VET subjects require students to utilise their organisational skills 

Course Expectations



• Complete Mater Christi subject selection process and include VET 
enrolment form

• If the application is accepted, students are enrolled in the VET subject of 
choice and will receive email confirmation of this. Parents will receive 
further information at a later stage

Application Process



• Sara Mugridge – VET Learning Leader
• Frequently asked questions about VET programs can be found on the VCAA 

website - https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-
programs/Pages/Index.aspx

• Video examples of specific VET Pathways can be viewed here -
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/getvet/Pages/Index.aspx

For Additional Information

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/getvet/Pages/Index.aspx


Acceleration into a VCE Study



• Year 10 students may apply to complete a Year 11 / Unit 1&2 VCE 
subject

• Helps maximise their performance, work habits and academic 
achievement

• Provides an excellent experience for students capable of advanced 
study 

• There are several VCE subjects that would be suitable for highly able 
students to select (see p.5 of the Curriculum Guide). 

• A VET course may be undertaken as an Accelerated VCE Study and 
will count as a VCE Unit 1&2 subject as well as developing skills for 
future employment

• Students use their two free choices in Group A to undertake an 
Accelerated VCE Study

• Students need to demonstrate that they meet the selection criteria

Accelerated VCE Study - is it for me?



Highly able students who wish to apply for acceleration must show clear evidence 
to meet the following criteria:
• Strong attendance record that meets VCE requirements
• Strong academic results (minimum overall grade of 5 in a MYP related subject 

group)
• Highly motivated, strong organisational skills and sound work habits
• Complete Acceleration Application form with a supporting statement and 

submitted with Subject Selection/Reenrolment form by Friday 12 August

It is a condition of enrolling in acceleration subject/s in Units 1-2 that students are 
doing so to maximise their options beyond Year 12 by studying a total of six Unit 3-4
sequences over two years.

Selection Criteria & Application Process

https://pronto-core-cdn.prontomarketing.com/2/wp-content/uploads/sites/1783/2022/07/2023-Unit-1_2-Acceleration-Application-Form.pdf


Subject Selection for Year 10 2023



Program Planning Template

Pp.25-26 Year 10 
Curriculum Guide



Example 1

LOTE selection 

English, Mathematics & RE selections 

Humanities selection 

IDU selection 

Science selection 



Example 2

English, Mathematics & RE selections 

LOTE selection 

Science selection 

IDU selection 

Humanities selection 



Example 3

English, Mathematics & RE selections 

Humanities selection 

LOTE selection 

IDU selection

Science selection 



Subject Selection – Resources and Key Dates



• Mater Christi College website https://www.materchristi.edu.au/

Click on Community– Parent Information – Year 10 Course Information

• Resources:
– Year 10 Curriculum Guide 
– Accelerated VCE Unit 1 and 2 Study Application Form 
– VET Application Form
– Religious Education: Youth Ministry Application Form
– Tertiary pre-requisites

• Canvas Course
• Morrisby Profile

• Subject and Tertiary Expo - Thursday 28 July 2022 

For Additional Information

https://www.materchristi.edu.au/


Link to Forms and Resources

https://www.materchristi.edu.au/community/parent-resources/year-10-course-information/


2023 Year 10 Curriculum Guide Link to 2023 VCE Curriculum Guide

https://pronto-core-cdn.prontomarketing.com/2/wp-content/uploads/sites/1783/2020/06/Curriculum-Guide-2021-Year-10.pdf
https://pronto-core-cdn.prontomarketing.com/2/wp-content/uploads/sites/1783/2022/07/Curriculum-Guide-2023-VCE-VET-VCAL.pdf


Thursday 14 July – Wednesday 27 July
• Year 9 Morrisby Profile Feedback 

Wednesday 20 July
• Curriculum Information Night

Thursday 21 July
• Subject Taster Day for Years 9 (one 

lesson) and 10 students (all day)

Thursday 28 July 
• Students receive Subject Selection 

username/password
• Subject and Tertiary Expo @6-8pm

Monday 1 August – Wednesday 10 
August
• Year 9 and 10 students Pathways 

Planning and Subject Selection 
Interviews

Friday 12 August
• Subject selection must be completed 

online

Subject Selection Process – Key Dates & Events



Q&A with the Panelists

• Maria Haggett, Principal
• Julie Stewart, Deputy Principal -

Learning
• Shae Mayes, Deputy Principal – Staff 

& Student
• Tara Baker, VCE Learning Leader
• Lisa Costello, Year 10 Learning 

Leader
• Andy Donnelly, Careers Coordinator



Thank you for joining our webinar
For further assistance, please contact: 

Julie Stewart, Deputy Principal -
Learning
stewart_j@materchristi.edu.au

Lisa McLean, MYP Learning Leader
mclean_l@materchristi.edu.au

Andy Donnelly – Careers Coordinator
donnelly_a@materchristi.edu.au

Tara Baker, VCE Learning Leader
baker_t@materchristi.edu.au

Or your child’s Home Group Mentor

mailto:Baker_t@materchristi.edu.au

